50

ACREY - e

Quarantine

12 Last Songs

Saturday 14 March 2026, 12 noon - 12 midnight

Running time: 12 hours You can come and go as you like, using the same ticket

A note from the Director

One of the invisible markers of the shift into adulthood is maybe when that question changes
from ‘What do you want to be?’ to ‘What do you do?’. Being and doing. Our identity - the
picture we present or that which others see of who we are - is somehow framed, if only whilst

we do it, by the work that we do.

Our work with Quarantine, across the past 28 years, has developed into a long and wide form
of mass portraiture. Brief, consciously imperfect fragments of live pictures of others, stitched
together to make something bigger, messier, clumsier and more grandly human. We try to
create situations for encounters between strangers - where people who might not normally

meet might productively spend some time together...

This iteration of 12 Last Songs is the ninth version, and its first and only time in London. This
city, overwhelmingly, as we might have expected, has revealed itself as somewhere people
come to - a huge proportion of the people we’ll meet have arrived here from other places.
Every city has its own specific kinds of jobs of course - a night bus driver is new for the show -
and there’s a fascinating glimpse of local culture that always emerges. Each location speaks in
its own voice - a voice that can have all kinds of different dialects but perhaps shares a

register. We’re looking forward to hearing London.

However long you spend with us today - and do feel free to come and go or sit and stay as long

as you like - I hope that you feel as welcome as we have in your city.

Richard Gregory

Director
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ABOUT A PUBLIC ADDRESS

Battersea Town Hall was once a site for radical politics, including infamous speeches and
debates on religion, suffrage, social housing and art. In March 2026, award-winning theatre
collective Quarantine take over the former Town Hall - now Battersea Arts Centre to ask: who

gets heard in a place like this today?

Part of Wandsworth’s London Borough of Culture year, A Public Address brings together
people across Lavender Hill, the borough and beyond, to create a programme of events from
intimate encounters to grand-scale durational performance. Drawing on Quarantine’s 28-year
history of dismantling conventions and collaborating with all kinds of people, A Public Address
dances around the edges of theatre and civic art to produce a takeover giving voice to those

we live and work beside, but may not yet know.

ABOUT QUARANTINE

Quarantine is an award-winning ensemble of artists and producers making cross-disciplinary
work that explores what it means to live right now. Founded in 1998 in Manchester, UK, they
create and tour projects around the world that are both intimate and immediate in their
relationships with people and global in their reference and scope. Quarantine has an
international reputation for intellectually rigorous, socially progressive and formally inventive
art that questions who gets seen, whose stories are told and who stands in for whom -

questions about representation lie at the heart of their work.

Website: gtine.com | Follow us: Instagram @qtineuk or Facebook @QtineMcr



http://qtine.com
https://www.instagram.com/qtineuk/
https://www.facebook.com/QtineMcr

PAST LOCATIONS

15 February 2025, 12 noon - 12 midnight | Perth Festival, Heath Ledger Theatre

19 October 2024, 12 noon - 12 midnight | Tramway, Glasgow

15 June 2024, 12 noon - 12 midnight | Reykjavik Arts Festival, Harpa Concert Hall

1 April 2023, 12 noon - 12 midnight | Cambridge Junction and Cambridge Festival

18 March 2023, 12 noon - 12 midnight | Maillon, Strasbourg

24 September 2022, 12 noon - 12 midnight | HOME, Manchester

22 May 2022, 12 noon - 12 midnight | Attenborough Centre for the Creative Arts and Brighton
Festival

23 October 2021, 12 noon - 12 midnight | Transform festival, Leeds Playhouse



